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Joyce Olewe

Joyce Olewe is the Co-Founder and Executive Lead, Business
Development, Strategy & Partnerships at ACE — African Carbon
Exchange, where she leads the vision and execution of a platform
designed to aggregate, structure, and scale high-integrity carbon
projects across Africa—bridging local ecosystems with global carbon
markets. She is a multidisciplinary strategist operating at the
intersection of climate innovation, carbon markets, African
development, and the global energy transition.

With over two decades of experience spanning business consulting,
public policy, and sustainability, Joyce brings a systems-level approach
to complex challenges. Her work is centered on unlocking Africa’s
natural capital through climate finance, nature-based solutions, and
transparent carbon frameworks that deliver both environmental
integrity and community impact. She is also the founder of Clara’s
Garden, an agribusiness consortium advancing sustainable West
African food systems, and has led initiatives across global policy,
economic development, and logistics.

Joyce holds a Dual MBA from Cornell University and Queen’s University
(2021), a Master of Global Affairs from Rice University (2019), a Master of
African Area Studies from UCLA (2001), and a Bachelor of Arts in Fine
Arts from Texas Southern University (1998). Originally trained as a
sculptor and educator, Joyce brings a creative, design-driven lens to
systems thinking and innovation. A winner of the MIT Africa Takes on
COVID-19 Challenge (Energizing Healthcare Systems track), she is
recognized for translating complex ideas into scalable, real-world
solutions.



